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SEC. ll. GUARANTEEING PUBLIC SAFETY AND 

LOCAL CONTROL OF TAXES AND 
SPENDING. 

Notwithstanding any State law or regula-
tion issued under section 5, no collective- 
bargaining obligation may be imposed on 
any political subdivision or any public safety 
employer, and no contractual provision may 
be imposed on any political subdivision or 
public safety employer, if either the prin-
cipal administrative officer of such public 
safety employer, or the chief elected official 
of such political subdivision certifies that 
the obligation, or any provision would be 
contrary to the best interests of public safe-
ty; or would result in any increase in local 
taxes, or would result in any decrease in the 
level of public safety or other municipal 
services. 

SA 4761. Mr. CORKER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 4751 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for Mr. GREGG (for 
himself and Mr. KENNEDY)) to the bill 
H.R. 980, to provide collective bar-
gaining rights for public safety officers 
employed by States or their political 
subdivisions; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. STATE EXEMPTION. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the provisions of this Act shall not 
apply to a State (or political subdivision) 
that, within 1 year of the date of enactment 
of this Act, enacts a law that specifically re-
futes the provisions of this Act. 
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NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that an oversight hearing has been 
scheduled. The hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, May 20, 2008, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on Energy and Related 
Economic Effects of Global Climate 
Change Legislation. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by e-mail 
to ginalweinstock@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Gina Weinstock at (202) 224–5684 or 
Jonathan Black at (202) 224–6722. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to advise you that the hear-
ing scheduled before the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, for Tuesday, May 20, 2008, at 10 
a.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building regarding the 
Territorial Energy Assessment as up-
dated pursuant to EPACT 05 has been 
postponed. 

For further information, please con-
tact Allen Stayman at (202) 224–7865 or 
Rosemarie Calabro at (202) 224–5039. 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
May 13, 2008, at l0 a.m., in room 253 of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate to conduct a hearing on 
Tuesday, May 13, 2008, at 9:45 a.m., in 
room SD366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at 
10 a.m. in room 406 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building to hold a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Hearing on Mercury Legisla-
tion.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
May 13, 2008, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Cracking the Code— 
Tax Reform for Individuals’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, May 13, 2008, at 10:15 a.m., 
in room 407 of the Capitol Building, to 
conduct a closed briefing titled ‘‘U.S. 
Policy Towards Sudan.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be authorized to meet on 
Tuesday, May 13, at 2:30 p.m. in Room 
562 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Successes and Shortfalls of Title IV of 
the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act: Twenty 
Years of Self-Governance’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 

to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program: 
Protecting Our Nation’s Law Enforce-
ment Officers’’ on Tuesday, May 13, 
2008, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on May 13, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. to hold a 
closed hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NORTH AMERICAN AEROSPACE 
DEFENSE COMMAND 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 561, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 561) commemorating 

the 50th anniversary of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the signing of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command Agree-
ment between the United States and 
Canada. For my State of Colorado, 
today is an especially proud and grati-
fying occasion as it is home to the 
headquarters of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, located 
at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado 
Springs. 

On May 12, 1958, the United States 
and Canada signed an official agree-
ment creating the unique and fully in-
tegrated binational North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, com-
monly known as NORAD. Administered 
by the United States Air Force in con-
junction with Canadian Forces, 
NORAD is a premier military command 
that uses the most innovative tech-
nology and equipment to secure our 
skies. Today, 50 years after its incep-
tion, we honor NORAD and pay tribute 
to the men and women who have served 
and continue to serve NORAD’s mis-
sion with humility and distinction. To 
these American and Canadian service-
members, I say thank you. 

For five decades, NORAD’s mission 
has been to prevent air attacks against 
North America and safeguard the sov-
ereign airspaces of the United States 
and Canada by responding to unknown, 
unwanted and unauthorized air activ-
ity approaching or operating within 
our airspaces. In more recent years, 
NORAD’s mission has evolved to in-
clude collaborative efforts with civil-
ian law enforcement officers to detect 
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